So are you willing to begin the journey of changing your whole way of thinking? Do you want to now do the will of your heavenly Father instead of your own self-centered desires?
Many talk religion and sound very spiritual, but are we willing to DO WHAT GOD ASKS US TO DO? ARE WE WILLING TO REPENT OF OUR SINS AND CHANGE BY DOING THE WILL OF THE FATHER? "According to Gallup surveys, confirmed by other polls taken over the past fifteen years, 33 percent of all Americans over age eighteen indicate they are evangelical or "born again" Christians. That translates into 59 million Christians, or one in every three adults, who experienced a turning point in their lives as they made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ. "This information should grip us with terror. It means that the greatest revival in history has so far been impotent to change society. [This is why we are going to have the great tribulation. JMS] It's revival without reformation. It's a revival which left the country floundering in spiritual ignorance. It's a change in belief without a corresponding change in behavior… "How did the building blocks of the gospel become glued together with the cement of self-centeredness? The American gospel has evolved into a gospel of addition without subtraction. It is the belief that we can add Christ to our lives, but not subtract sin. It is a change in belief without a change in behavior. It is a spiritual experience without any cultural impact. It is revival without reformation, without repentance…. Satan has convinced many in Christianity that we can "come just as you are" to accept Jesus. But God does not say any such thing! The Word of God tells all of us to "REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED" for the forgiveness of our sins. Peter said, "…Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). We have grave conditions in Christianity today. Many think they can just add Jesus to their wicked lives and continue to live as they did before they were called! God is asking all of us to drastically change our lives! We are to make a 180 degree turn from our accustomed way of life. God is asking us to change our way of thinking, that is, to alter our old ways, methods, and habits.
Prove all Things
Nowhere is the need for change greater than in our old ideas and habits of religion. Don't take everything you believe for granted. Where did you get the ideas and beliefs you have? Did you ever take time to PROVE to yourself from the Word of God whether your beliefs are from Jesus?
Here is a thought just to get you started. Jesus said to Thomas, "…I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me" (John 14:6 NKJV). You see, Jesus is truth! Truth is a person-Jesus Christ! Now, if you want to really get to know the truth, you must get to know Jesus personally. There is only one way to begin to know the Father and that way is through Jesus.
Jesus further said in John 7:16-18 (NKJV), "…My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If anyone wills to do His [the Father's] will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority. He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him." Jesus didn't come to do His own thing or just to promote Himself. He came to do the will of the Father. Now the above verse is very important in your quest for TRUTH! If you desire to do the will of the Father, you will be able to discern truth from error! The person that truly wants to do the will of God will be shown by the Holy Spirit if a doctrine or teaching comes from God, Satan, or men! In Romans 8:29, we learn that, "For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren." It should be the greatest desire of all Christians to be conformed or molded into the exact image of Jesus Christ.
So we see then that, we are not to be conformed to this world but rather we should be conformed, in our character, to the image of Jesus Christ! We should be as those from Berea, "…in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." (See Acts 17:11.) Make it your lifelong passion to prove everything you believe. Don't believe something just because your pastor said it. Don't believe something just because it was written down in a catechism, article, booklet, or magazine. Be like the Bereans who searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
The Apostle Paul told those of Thessalonica to, "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good" (1 Thess. 5:21).
Be transformed in your thinking by allowing the Holy Spirit to work in your heart and mind and prove to you what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God.
by Joseph M. Smith www.thelittlebook.com
